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preparing for visitors.

Agaln he heard & door open and
clodd. Had Arima gone out, or had
som# other person entered? Orme
waltéd a moment, listening; no sound
eame from within, He lowered his
bead and peered. The room was
ampty.

Arfma might return at any moment,
tut the chance had to be taken
Quiekly, silently, Orme descended to
the platform, slid over the sill and tip-
toed ower io the table. Another s
siant and be was under the cover.
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Jecting a few brief words.

What was golng on was more than
ever A& mystery (o Orme The
gtranger's relerence to “the next con-
fract” strengthened the surmise that
the documents in the envelope were

connected with a Bouth Amerlean
trade concesslon. Aleatrante had
plninly concluded that his Interests

and thote of the Japanese were |dent)-
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were in the possession of the Japanese
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"Quite sure,” sald the Japanese.
“Unless the documents are signed be
fore midnight tonight nothiug ean he
done for some time. We have the
Germans fixed. They will do what
they have thus far agreed to do, but If
any techuteal hitch arises, such ns a
failure to slgn within the time lmit,
they will decline to remew negotla
tlons. That was all we could get from
them, but It Is enough—now."”

"And for other slilps,” sald Alen.
trante, “the commission shall be Ave
hundred thousand.™

“Five hundred thousand. 8even hun:
dred and Afty was t00 much.”

“Five hundred thousand In gold.”

“In gold.™
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The Way Out
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| permit me to explain

She answered with an even, cutling
edge In her voleo “You cannot ex
pinio, Mr. Poritol"

‘Nut—" he began, blind to her meam-
ing

"l do not care to hear you." she
sald; and Poritol slunk back to hls
former position. From bis face it was
ciear that he had no desire except to
gl away
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welf, ‘My (rtend here”—bhe Indicated
the Japansse—"and myself are bere on
business which concerns our two na
tons. Your appearance, | presums, |8
due o a desire to engage the profes
slonal services of Mr. Arima. Or per
haps you were trying to find the for
tune leller upstairs” He barely re
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would gather from th situation Ia
which she found her enemios that the

cenvelope had not been out of thetr e

sesslon sipce 1t was taken from (he
itree. Orme shut (ls Hpa hard  Her
doubt of him w-uld have 10 be en-
dured, even though it shatiered his

| pleasant dream of her complete and
sympathetio understanding
Alcatrants, meantime, was studying
the girl with curfous eyes  His look
was both perplexed and admiring
(TO BE CONTINUED )
! Accompaniments of Eating.
Meals are best taken during those
| periods when the body is at rest The
[ ime for taking food must not be too
[ short. During the meal It is belter
| oot to think of businese or serious o,

| perhape, even sad things. Qur whole
| and undivided witention should
|‘1wa to our meals. Pleasant com-

| pany, light conversation, jokes and

stories add Lo the enjoyment of food
—Medical Record

Londoners Use Many Matosss.
Four and a balf million gross boxes
Of watches are used i Londos I o
rear.
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